Peace United Church of Christ
1503 2nd Ave NE
Rochester, MN 55906

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Just so you know...

Please submit all articles for the next issue of the Olive Branch by
the 15th of the month to the Church Office or email to
office@peacechurchucc.org.

You can check our website for updates: www.peace churchucc.org

The deadline for the bulletin is Wed
at 9am every week.

The deadline for PowerPoint announcements
Is Thursdays at Noon.

“This is our church....we make it what it is...”

May Focus: Internal Maintenance

In an effort to assist our congregation in
understanding where our money is being spent AND
educating everyone on the fundraisers / special
offerings that will be happening in 2018, we have pu
together a “Giving Calendar”. Each month we will
focus on a special item to help support our church.

Giving

Calendar see how you can help support what we do here at
Peace United Church of Christ!

Look for the Giving Board each Sunday morning to

REMINDER....

Special Congregational
Meeting

Sunday, May 6
@ 9:45am
ONE Service, May 13
@ 10am MUSIC SUNDAY

Peace United
Church of Christ
1503 2nd Ave NE,

Rochester, MN

55906

507-282-6117

www.peacechurchucc.org
http://www.facebook.com/
peaceuccrochester

A Sanctuary Church
and an Open and
Affirming (ONA)

Congregation

Vision: A safe and
inclusive church
living God’s radical
message

Communion the first
Sunday of the month

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Faith Formation
(last day is May 20)
11am Contemporary Worship

Nursery care available from
8:30 to 12pm on Sundays

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
UPDATES:
www.peacechurchucc.org

Inside this issue:
May Happenings
May Sundays

May Calendar

Peace Groups

April Pictures

Olive Branch

May 2018

Ponderings of Pastor Beth...

This month we celebrate Pentecost with the Confirmation for many of our
youth! As spring gets underway, we also see the springing of new dialogue
into our community. It isn’t that we celebrate the end of a journey for these
youth, but a milepost along the way. Confirmation marks a point in time, on
the journey of faith. From faith formation at home, and in the church, through
commitment to service and worship, we see the faith journey of our kids and
youth take form. And on Confirmation Sunday, we take a peek at that journey
as they share their path with the congregation. The 11 confirmands we will
affirm on May 20" are well known in this congregation. You may already know
their names, or their families. But in this journey, we celebrate their
commitment to remain in community here, and to assume the joys of
membership, being in relationship, challenging themselves and others to
continue to build the family of faith that is the church. As we look to this
celebration, we take a moment to recognize all the people that made a
difference along the way, Faith Formation leaders, council members,
musicians, those who sat at lunch tables and listened to their stories, and
shared their lives. So as much as we celebrate our youth this month, we also
celebrate the community that has surrounded them and continues to surround
them in their faith lives. And this year, the celebration of Pentecost will be a
celebration throughout the church, as our elementary faith formation classes
finish their study and bring their understanding of the story to worship that day
as we welcome the movement of the spirit in wind, and flame and the
presence of community. Our family of faith is multi-faceted, and

multi-talented. As we find new words for worship on Pentecost, let us seek out
the voices of all to raise the banner of Peace high in amazement, in
celebration and in the spirit of joy!

Peace,

Yoy Both g
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Pastor Beth
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IGNITE THE FLAME

Paul Bauch, Senior Pastor
pastor@peacechurchucc.org

Beth Rogers, Associate Pastor

Ypastor@peacechurchucc.org
http://www.facebook.com/rev.rog

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES: www.peace churchucc.org

http.//www.facebook.com/paul.bauch
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Special Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 6 @ 9:45am

All members of Peace United Church of Christ are asked to attend a special congregational
meeting on Sunday, May 6 at 9:45am. Key items that will be on the agenda will be the outcome
of our additional pledge challenge to hire a full-time Director of Intergenerational Ministries,
finishing of our Administration Suite offices, and celebrating our Footsteps to the Future Capital
Funds Campaign .

Mother’s Day Music Celebration Sunday

Sunday, May 13 - ONE WORSHIP SERVICE @ 10am

Sunday, May 13 will be a SPECIAL day for us to give thanks and celebrate our rich, wonderful,
and diverse music talents here at Peace UCC. It's our way to give thanks to/for all the
individuals who so freely give of their time and talents to provide the beautiful musical back drop
for our worship services. Music will be provided by our Choir, Bell Choir, and both ONEVOICE
praise teams. We also want to give special thanks to the leadership of our music program -
John Miller and Sara Schliep, for without them, our music programs wouldn't be able to be what
they are.

Note that we will have only ONE service on May 13 at 10am.

Confirmation
Sunday, May 20 @ 11:00am

We are excited to confirm 11 of our youth on Sunday, May 20 at the 11:00am service and hear
of their faith experiences. Our confirmands will also participate in the 8:30am service.

Please come and celebrate with our youth and their families on this special day in their faith
journey.

NOTE: This is will also be the last day for Faith Formation until fall.

JESUS CHRIST - SUPER STAR
(a musical by Awndrew Lloyd wWebber § Tlm Rice)
at Peace United Church of Christ

Under the direction of Aaron Rocklyn

Once and Future Classics will be presenting Friday and Saturday, May 4 & 5 at 7:30pm
Jesus Christ Super Star the first 3 weekends in Friday and Saturday, May 11 & 12 at 7:30pm
May. More information on ticket sales will be Friday and Saturday, May 18 & 19 at 7:30pm

forth coming. Mark your calendar for one of
these perfc?rmancesy! Sunday Matinee on May 20 @ 2:00pm

Hawthorne Helps Drive - Toothpaste

During the month of May, we have been asked to replenish the toothpaste supply for Hawthorne Helps. Hawthorne
Helps supports individuals with personal items that can’t be purchased via the SNAP program. Students are allowed to
select items twice a month free of charge. Please drop off your donations in the bin located in the Coat Hallway.
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Ongoing Peace Groups

Tuesday Morning Men of Peace Group @ 7am - Peace Room
(All men are invited to join us for fellowship and discussion which generally focuses on the upcoming worship
scriptures.)

Tuesday Morning Women'’s Bible Study @ 10am - Peace Room
(All women are invited to join us for fellowship and discussion, meeting weekly on Tuesdays at 10am. For additional
information contact Sheila Boss)

Tuesday Beverage & Bible @ 5pm - Glynner’s Pub
(Tuesdays, from 5-6pm at Glynner's Pub [1643 Broadway Ave N] & we’ll gather for fellowship and discussion.)

Knitter/Crochet Groups - Tuesdays @ 10:30am - Room 105
(ALL are welcome to join us every Tuesday at 10:30am in Room 105)

Thursday Morning Women'’s Group @ 7am - Peace Room
(Reading and discussing “The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. For additional information contact
Anna Froehling.)

Twice Monthly Race Forward - Dwelling @ 7pm
(Everyone is welcome to attend this group as we explore our blind spots and open up the uncomfortable discussion of
race and privilege. For additional information contact Ruth Larson.)

Miriam Ministry - Wed, May 25 @ 9:30am - Peace Room
(ALL WOMEN are welcome to join us for a short program and fellowship).

Quilter’s Group - Thursdays @ 10am-3pm & 1st Saturday of Month 10am-11:30am - Room 104
(For additional information contact Marie Wilson)

Connect Groups -

(Several groups are meeting. A few groups actively seeking members are: Wheels, Crafty Crafters, E ey
Elementary Families. Check the ChurchOn app, see the Welcome Desk to get connected and for a listof =~ ~ ' SR
opportunities.) )

Summer Family Picnics
(We will again be kicking off our weekly summer picnic get togethers. Be watching for details and locations)

.-
-~

Social Action The Social Action/Outreggh Ministry Team will be putting together another yolunteer tean_1 tq help the Wome.n.’s Shelter;
0utreach details to come. .The vision of thg Women's Shglter and Support Center is fqr women, |n(j|y|duals and families .to have the
Ministry \ freedom and dignity to live safely in our communities. They work toward this vision by providing an array of services to
" support abused women, individuals and families. They serve over 3,800 victims annually, housing 400-500 women and
\ children at one of our shelters. Their families come from many different ethnic, socio-economic, educational and religious
backgrounds. They are the only shelter for victims of domestic violence within the 11 counties in SE MN. The average
o ‘i length of stay for women is 37 days, though many families stay longer depending on their needs.
Other services include transitional housing, assistance with safety planning, housing options, transportation, assistance with
criminal and civil court issues, assistance in writing Orders for Protection and Harassment Orders and help in applying for government
assistance. They also offer several low income rental units available for DV survivors and are opening Safe Haven, a shelter for sexually
trafficked and exploited youth this summer. If you or someone you know is in need of our services, they are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. Please contact them at 507-285-1010.

We are excited to welcome the following into our
Peace UCC Church family!

Ben & Marie Bedard, plus Bennett
Donna Laube
Brian & Melissa Lipford, plus Malcolm and Alex

Bradd & Tracy Walton, plus Brenndan, Lexie, Ryan, and Benjamin
(see pictures on Page 7)

YOUTH RELATED DATES:
5/6: Confirmation Sunday

Additional youth
announcements are sent via Snap
Chat. Contact Pastor Beth if you
6/22 - 27: Regional Youth Event (Grinnell College, 1A) want to be included in the group.

co

We are excited to welcome our NEW part-time Shared Ministry Coordinator Lydia Ewing-
Green who will job share with Laurie DeYoung.

Lydia is a Stone Campbell scholar, and graduate of Century High School, who attended Minnesota
Bible College (Crossroads College) with help from a scholarship from Peace UCC and continued
her studies at Emmanuel School of Religion in Johnson City, TN. Along with a Stone Campbell
Scholarship, Lydia continued to study historical theology.

Lydia shared that she has been a long-time follower of Peace UCC and has long admired our bold
representation of God’s radical love and acceptance here in Rochester, MN.

Lydia brings a wealth of knowledge and experience of working and volunteering in a church setting
and is excited to be a part of our ministry team. Be sure to stop by and introduce yourself to Lydia!
We’re excited to include another welcoming smile at the Welcome Desk!
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