Peace United Church of Christ
1503 2nd Ave NE
Rochester, MN 55906

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Just so you know...

You can check our website for updates: www.peace churchucc.org

Please submit all articles for the next issue of the Olive Branch by
the 15th of the month to the Church Office or email to
office@peacechurchucc.org.

On behalf of the entire Peace United Church of Christ Staff

The deadline for the bulletin is Wed
at 9am every week.

The deadline for PowerPoint announcements
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An Open and

Affirming (ONA)
Congregation

Vision: A safe and
inclusive church
living God'’s radical
message

Communion the first
Sunday of the month

8:30am Traditional Worship*
9:45am Faith Formation
11am Contemporary Worship*
*Only ONE Service at 10am on
12117, 24, & 31

Nursery care available from
8:30 to 12pm on Sundays
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UPDATES:
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Ponderings of Pastor Paul ...

“Amazing Grace, how sweet sound...” That beautiful hymn, in numerous ways, has been
echoing in our sanctuary, and in our hearts, over the past 6 weeks. Amazing Grace was the
center focus of our stewardship/giving theme. Over these past six weeks each of us was
called to consider our gifts for the ministry of Peace United Church of Christ in response to
God’s Amazing Grace! Your response was very positive, and we are thankful for each and
every one of you and all of the gifts of Time-Talent-Treasure that you share. Final results will
be shared at our January 21, 2018 Annual Meeting. Don’t worry, if you have not submitted
your pledge/gift for 2018, you can still do so. Just call the office for more information.

December 2017

We concluded our stewardship/giving Sunday with our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner! With the
new addition, we were able to comfortably seat everyone. We had 300 people enjoy the
thanksgiving dinner, and everyone was through the serving line in 30 minutes! Thanks to
everyone who helped with the preparation, set-up, serving, and clean-up! An amazing day!!
Thank you!

Now that our thanksgiving celebration is complete, we turn our hearts and eyes TOWARDS
Christmas.... No, we are not there yet... but it is coming! We are entering the church season
called Advent. The Advent season (four Sundays) focuses on expectation and serves as an
anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up to Christmas. The Christmas Season
(also known as the 12 days of Christmas) begins on Christmas Day and continues through
Epiphany on January 6. It is during these 12 days (from Christmas to Epiphany) that we
should fully embody the joyful message of Jesus’ birth and the in-breaking of God’s radical
message of Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy!

Too often, we want to rush Christmas instead of leaning towards Christmas. There is great
meaning and power in our faith as we await the coming of Jesus breaking into the world. This
year, as we move towards Christmas and our expectations build, we will slowly move through
our Advent Season towards our Christmas Season. During Advent (December 3-24) we will
focus on the theme, “What Child Is This?” Each week we will center our themes on the needs
and struggles of children in our community, the nation, and world and how we are called to
help others experience God’s love in amazing ways. Finally, we will rejoice and celebrate
Jesus’ birth and God’s light in the world!

Here is our Advent and Christmas Eve schedule:

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 — 8:30 & 11:00am What Child Is This? (Local)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10— 8:30 & 11:00am What Child Is This? (National)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 — 10:00am (One Service — Christmas Cantata)
What Child Is This? (International)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 — 10:00am (One Service — Children’s Christmas Program)
(Christmas Eve) What Child Is This? (Jesus is Born!)
4:00pm (Lessons and Carols) Candlelight/Communion
6:00pm (Contemporary) Candlelight/Communion
7:30pm (Contemplative Guitar) Candlelight/Communion

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 - 10:00am (One Service)

Peace,

=g

Paul Bauch, Senior Pastor
pastor@peacechurchucc.org

Beth Rogers, Associate Pastor

Ypastor@peacechurchucc.org
http://www.facebook.com/rev.rog

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES: www.peace churchucc.org

http.//www.facebook.com/paul.bauch




Join us this Advent Season as we delve
into our theme of “What Child is This?....
and explore the needs and struggles of chil-
dren in our community, the nation and the
world and how we are called to help others
experience God’s love in amazing ways.
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Parent and Adult Leader Training

Saturday, December 2nd ~ 9am - 12pm

Parent and Adult leader training with Sara Neher to understand generational changes in youth
ministry.

Confirmation
Sundays, December 3rd & 10th* ~ 12:45pm
(*Note day change)

CPR/AED Red Cross Training

Saturday, December 16th ~12to 4 pm
Cost $65 per person. Sign up on line if you would like to participate. ( https://goo.gl/DKTnDj ")

) NN -

Christmas Cantata

Sunday, December 17th

10am ONE SERVICE

The Choir of Peace, along with many musicians, invite you to experience a journey of international

carols and folk songs that incorporate narration and scripture. The anticipation, incarnation and

proclamation of Christ's birth is presented through the Christmas Cantata “The Song Heard 'Round the World”
written by Joseph M Martin.  You won’t want to miss it!!

All Church Caroling at Samaritan Bethany

Sunday, December 17th ~ 12:30pm
Join us to spread the joy and light of Christmas to the residents at Samaritan Bethany.
We’ll gather at church at 12:30pm, have some pizza, and then head over. Sign up on

line if you plan to go so that we can order enough pizza! (https://goo.gl/zZMNL38 )

Peace Wiggle Room (aka Nursery) Help Needed!!

Sundays in December

We are seeking volunteers to help staff our Wiggle Room during our services. This space is designated for
those 3 and under. Please sign up here if you can help!!  https://goo.gl/P4Hs8h
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The Sharing Tree

Through December 17th
Celebrate the spirit of giving this Christmas and purchase items which support Rochester-area
agencies:
» Project Legacy which provides life and educational support to youth of color;

and
« Family Promise-Rochester. Which provides transitional housing for homeless families

Take an ornament (or several) off the tree, purchase item as needed and return the Unwrapped gift with the
gift tag attached) and place in the boxes next to the tree. Please indicate the amount of
purchase for the gift cards and leave those (with the tag) at the Welcome Desk.

Gifts need to be returned by Sunday, December 17

A e

Christmas Eve Services

Sunday December 24th (see times below) I :
Come celebrate the joy of Christmas Eve through one of our services below. (S5 SETEng *
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Bring your family and friends and enjoy the Christmas spirit. ¥ W R

!
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10:00am  Children’s Program - Christmas for Everyone!!
4:.00pm Traditional Lessons and Carols with Candlelight Communion
6:00pm  Contemporary Service with Candlelight Communion
7:30pm  Contemplative Guitar Service with Candlelight Communion

New Year’s Eve Service

Sunday December 31st
10am ONE SERVICE

Peace Prayer Space Opens

This space is located in the front row of the Sanctuary to ensure that kids can engage in what is happening up
front while we pray, sing, and even hear the sermon during our worship services. It is new and wonderful and
we know you like it, so please help us in making sure that all can fully be welcome in worship.

Family members are responsible for their kids to maintain the boundaries and ensure that kids are engaged in
worship, or using the quiet play area in a way that allows for those around them to fully participate as well.
Thank you to all those who have made room in those front seats for the families of young children so they can
be close to and engaged with the space. And thanks to everyone who is helping to make sure that young
children can grow up in our community, knowing their church family cares for them!




DECEMBER SUNDAY SERVICES
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ONNECT Groups Comi s
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A special Thank You to ALL those listed who donated or sponsored a Poinsettia for our Christmas Services. Just a reminder
that you are free to pick up your plant(s) up any time the church is open after the Christmas Eve services

Name of Giver In Honor of... In Memory of...
Barb & Gary Karau Our 3 Grandchildren
Rev. Jerald Barnhart June Barnhart
John & June Franks Our Baby Girl
Ida Brakke Donald Brakke
Charles & Margie Barrows Sarah & Joel Gordon’s Marriage Our Parents
(2 plants)
Glenn & Mildred Lilleskov All That Have Gone Before Us
(2 plants)
Jeff & lla Teskey Bob Teskey, Jim & Myrtle Darnell

Ellen & David Rebstock Wayne Long, Milton & Freda Rebstock

Kris Bradt Jim Wagner

Jason & Amy Gardner Steve & Cindy Huyber

(2 plants) Peter, Margo, Greta & Max Oetliker

Russ & Dolores Koelsch Parents & Siblings

Steve & Cindy Huyber Our Children & Grandchildren Our Parents

(2 plants)

Buck & Bonnie Lenz Our Loved Ones

Jenny Bradt Dorothy Bradt and Maureen Vokaty
Richard & Peggy Lehman Our New Church Family

Steve & lone Klomepken Our Parents & Eunys Kloempken
(2 plants)

Sheila Boss Grandparents

Marlys Peterson Loved Ones

Bluhm Family Richard & Loneta Bluhm

Paul Bauch All Who Share Their Gifts of Ministry at Peace

Brian & Cheryl Winters Ben & Donis Winters

(2 plants) Father, Jim Johnston

Debby Adams The Marriages of My Sons (Garrett & Sara; Special Friends - Shirley, Nancy, Richard, Kermit; and
(2 plants) Grant & Ali) Grandparents

Terry Timm My Mom and Aunt

Ben & Carole Winters Parents & Grandparents

Steve & Laurie Gilseth Family

Cathy & Bill Meinhardt Loved Ones

David & Anna Froehling Loved Ones

Ongoing Peace Groups

Tuesday Morning Men of Peace Group @ 7am -

Peace Room
(All men are invited to join us for fellowship and discussion
which generally focuses on the upcoming worship scriptures.)

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study @ 10am - Peace RO~
(All women are invited to join us for fellowship and discussion, meeting weekly on Tuesdays at 10am. For additional
information contact Sheila Boss)

Tuesday Beverage & Bible @ 5pm - Glynner’s Pub
(Tuesdays, from 5-6pm at Glynner’s Pub [1643 Broadway Ave N] & we’ll gather for fellowship and discussion. Starting
in 2018, we will be gathering on a different week day)

Tuesday Knitter/Crochet Groups @ 10:30am - Room 105

(ALL are welcome to join us every Tuesday at 10:30am in Room 1095)

Thursday Morning Women’s Group @ 7am - Peace Room
(Reading and discussing a book to be decided upon soon. For additional information contact Anna Froehling)

Twice Monthly Race Forward - Dwelling @ 7pm
(Everyone is welcome to attend this group as we explore our blind spots and open up the uncomfortable discussion of
race and privilege. For additional information contact Ruth Larson.)

Miriam Ministry - Wed, Dec 20 @ 10:30am - Peace Room

(ALL WOMEN are welcome to join us for our Christmas potluck gathering in the Peace Room).

Quilter’s Group - Thursdays @ 10am-3pm & 1st Saturday of Month 10am-11:30am - Room 104
(For additional information contact Marie Wilson)

Fellowship Lunches - Weekly, after the 2nd Service, Teams provide and prepare Fellowship luncheons for
anyone wishing to stay for lunch. For more information on being a part of a Team, visit the Welcome Desk.

YOUTH RELATED DATES:

12/2: Youth Parent/Leader meeting (9am to noon) 840'%_
12/3: Advent Candle Lighters %, OJO”*? y
8:30am - Abby Alcock & Loreli Bentz % %o, %,
11am - Hannah Paul and Ashley Rosado ‘s, 6 C;,o %,,0
12/10: Advent Candle Lighters €% “20, oy,
8:30am - Erick Rist Yoy, Cas, %5,
11am - Aidan Thompson & Semini McLaurin G"z}, %4 ‘e
12117: Advent Candle Lighters “e %,
10am - lan Thompson & Zach Nevala & Melina Lopez g’b%
12124 Advent Candle Lighters :

10am - Peter Haug & Anna Haug



